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(President's CMessagze 


Following four tumultuous months of legislative activity, in which so many 
of you have contributed, we feel that the new State Traveling Library has 
emerged with a greater opportunity for developing library service in Lowa. 
Although we lost our campaign for a regional library appropriation, we still have 
the machinery for state-wide library service to be developed as funds permit. 
Fine enthusiasm has been aroused among the rural women especially but the 


men must become better informed. 
before the legislators. 


And we must continue to keep our needs 


The certification bill, also a bill to increase the maximum levy for publie 
libraries, have passed the Senate and are now in the hands of the sifting 


committee of the House. 
calendar. 


We are hopeful that both will pass, if put on the 


I am looking forward to seeing many of you at the district meetings in May 
when we shall consider together our next step forward in the lowa Library 


Association. 


trustees attend these district meetings. 


Equal Library Opportunities for All 
Iowa 
By 
CHARLES Harvey Brown 

(Condensation of a paper read and broadeast 
at Farm and Home Week. We regret that it 
is not possible to print it in full.—Eprror. ) 

‘*There is one difference in educational 
opportunities in this midwest which 
seems to me to deserve the attention of 
all interested in the betterment of rural 
life. This difference is a lack of ade- 
quate library facilities in rural com- 
munities as compared with similar facili- 
ties in our large cities. And, mind you, 
I do not regard the collections of novels 
and antiquated books which exist in so 
many of our smaller rural towns in 
Iowa as ‘adequate library facilities.’ 

‘*During the last 10 or 15 years more 
and more attention is being given to 
what is ealled continuing or adult edu- 
eation. This phase of education might 
he considered to begin at the cradle and 
stop at the grave, if, indeed, it does stop 
there. Education must not be consid- 
ered as ended when we graduate from 
high school or college, or even when we 
obtain a doctor’s degree. It must be 
continued throughout our lives and edu- 
cation processes must be adjusted to the 
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And may I urge that a special effort be made to have library 


We need their intelligent cooperation. 


Mare (. ANDERS 


changing conditions; otherwise there 
ean be little hope for the survival of the 
forms of government to which this coun- 
try was originally dedicated. 

‘‘In many professions the idea of con- 
tinuing education is recognized. Doe 
tors, those who are progressing, at least, 
are continuing their studies, attending 
clinies, and keeping themselves informed 
of the progress of the medical sciences. 
If not, they are lost. 

‘*A mind that is not growing is a 
mind practically dead and closed to the 
affairs of life. 

‘“‘This national movement for adult 
education has resulted in an investiga 
tion of what facilities are available for 
continuing education. One of these 
facilities is library service, now avail 
able quite generally to those in large 
cities, to a very slight extent to those im 
small cities and towns, and practically 
not at all to country people, at least im 
this state. Discussion groups, night 
classes, and other methods of adult edu 
cation require the aid of libraries if 
their programs are to become effective 

‘*There is one factor which enter 
prominently into any study of contin 
ing education. How far does our for 
mal education tend to encourage us @ 














continue our studies after we leave col- 
lege? Psychologists tell us that many 
of our habits are formed in our early 
life. Do our children form the habit 
of looking up information in books? 
Hlow far are libraries available for rural 
children’? Do the children of farmers 
have the same advantage in this respect 
as do city children? 

‘‘Some years ago, there was a study 
made of students entering lowa State 
College. We made a distinction in our 
study between those freshmen who came 
from cities where school and public li- 
braries were available and those from 
rural areas where there were no library 
facilities. There was a very marked 
difference in the averages of the accom- 
plishments of these students. Those from 
the rural districts were slower readers. 
They had more difficulty with their col- 
lege assignments. Their inexperience in 
reading, their failure to form the habit 
of reading, handicapped them through- 
out their college life, if indeed they were 
able to continue in college. I talked to 
my friend, Mr. Pye, about publishing 
these statistics in Midland Schools. We 
advised against it fearing it might be 
interpreted as an attack on rural schools. 
If any attack on rural schools would 
lead to better schools for the rural vouth 
of lowa, then let the chips fall as they 
will. But the argument is somewhat dif- 
ferent. It is rather a plea for equal op- 
portunities, for adequate library service 
for the rural youth of lowa, for school 
libraries and public libraries equal to 
those now enjoved by the residents of 
the larger cities in the state. 

“In the pioneering days there were 
three necessities: food, clothing, and 
shelter. These three we must have; ani- 
mals have about the same requirements. 
If our civilization is to develop beyond 
the animal stage, a fourth element comes 
in—the mind, the spirit, intellectual 
growth. You can’t build a fence be- 
tween the town and the country and say, 
‘City folks have minds which must be 
developed and encouraged. If the farm- 
ers have food, clothing, shelter, that is 
enough.’ It is unfortunate that, except 
in New England and in Utah, we have 
made a distinetion between town and 
country in our governmental units. In 
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New England the township combines 
both the town and the neighboring coun- 
try-side; they are all one, and there is 
no fence between the two. In lowa a 
distinction is drawn, by the government 
at least. 

‘‘The artificial character of any dis- 
tinction is clearly shown by the native 
interest of farmers in education, in 
books, and in reading. People ask me, 
much to my annoyance, what farmers 
like to read. Given the same opportun- 
ity, farmers like to read exactly the same 
books and the same magazines that city 
people like to read. No distinction can 
be drawn. 

‘*Much of the difficulty in establish- 
ing effective rural libraries in lowa and 
in many mid-western states is due to the 
form of local government. lowa has 
many separate governmental units, un- 
usually small, when compared with other 
states. Adequate library service, to be 
effective in a rural state, must be on a 
broad basis. A population of 4,000 or 
5,000 is not sufficient in itself to main- 
tain adequate library service. The unit 
is too small. lowa is not a large state, 
as compared for example with Califor- 
nia, yet Iowa is subdivided into 99 
counties. These counties are about one- 
fourth the size of California counties. 
An estimate has been made by library 
experts in the United States and Great 
Britain that a governmental unit of 
20,000 is necessary to maintain adequate 
library service. Certainly the separate 
counties in Iowa are too small. We have 
in this state no provision by which the 
various towns and countrysides can be 
combined in maintaining library service 
over any considerable area such as exists 
in California. If we could revise our 
whole system of local government, com- 
bining counties, we would have a more 
economic system of government and 
much more effective units in so far as 
library service is concerned. Indeed 
this suggestion was made in the report 
of the Brookings Institution in 1933: 
‘It is suggested that a law be passed 
permitting a reasonable number of 
counties to consolidate, laying down 
the procedure of consolidation, estab- 
lishing safeguards, and avoiding so far 
as possible the more serious stumbling 
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blocks.” But any step such as this is 
naturally hopeless at the present time. 
Even the Brookings Institution realized 
it was useless to recommend it on ac- 
count of political opposition. In so far 
as our county system of government goes 
Iowa will still remain in the horse and 
buggy days, when it took longer to go 
from one end of the county to the other 
than it does now to go from Keokuk to 
Sioux City. 

**Therefore, the next step in so far as 
rural library service is concerned, is to 
see what can be done to provide adequate 
service to rural communities under our 
present government organization. After 
all we did provide an effective system of 
state highways although it took some 
time to do it. You will remember that 
each county and in some cases each 
township had control of the highways 
within its boundaries. We had one good 
stretch of highway followed by a poor, 
and so on. It was only when we decided 
on state-wide control, when we _ per- 
suaded counties to combine and ¢co- 
operate, that we obtained our present 
excellent system of primary highways. 
Even the farm-to-market roads must 
rest on general cooperation throughout 
the state and not on the work of any 
single township. 

**The same parallel holds for libraries. 
The township method of maintaining 
primary roads is now completely discred- 
ited in this state. In the course of time 
the method of maintenance of libraries 
through small towns as separate units 
will also be completely discredited. Some 
way must be found to combine these 
small town libraries into a larger unit 
which will serve not only the towns but 
also the rural sections adjacent to them 
and which will provide eventually for a 
system of libraries which will cover the 
whole state. Since a county is too small 
a unit for adequate library service in 
most of our state, some way must be 
found to bring several counties together 
into one unit for this purpose at least. 
Such an organization can be effected 
only through a state agency. Exactly 
as the state Highway Commission was 
given certain authority over the build- 
ing of adequate highways, so must some 
state ageney be given the responsibility 
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of seeing that adequate library facilities 

are available throughout this state. 
‘*In 1933 the Brookings Institution 

Report recommended a reorganization of 


state library agencies. In 1935 a report 
to the State Planning Board also recom. 
mended a reorganization of state library 
agencies and suggested the setting up of 
branches of the state library commission 
in various sections of the state to serve 
as distributional centers for farmers’ 
libraries. 

‘‘In the past, as you may know, the 
Iowa Library Commission operated only 
from Des Moines. It could not come into 
personal touch with many of the farm. 
ers of the state; it could not reach them 
nor could they reach the Commission, 
We know from experience in California, 
that these regional libraries, in Cali- 
fornia known as county libraries, are 
able to reach the farmers in a way they 
cannot be reached by state agencies 
operating from one center in the state, 

‘*Neither the Brookings Institution re- 
port nor the State Planning Board re- 
port received until this year favorable 
action by the legislature, although the 
general scheme for regional libraries 
proposed for Iowa had, in the meantime, 
been adopted by Vermont—in other 
words, Vermont adopted the Iowa plan 
before Iowa even considered its adop- 
tion. During the present legislature, 
certain steps were authorized to be taken 


to reorganize the state library system | 


and these steps may eventually result in 
a system of libraries for farmers. At 
present the Iowa Library Commission 
receives a state appropriation of $19,500. 
The state has also been maintaining a 
state library which is divided into four 
divisions; the appropriation for the 
State Library is $33,616. This State 
Library has been used chiefly by the citi 
zens of Des Moines. 

‘*The $19,500 now available for the 
work of the Iowa Library Commission 
for library service to farmers is pitiful 
It compares with $175,000 spent by the 
state of Illinois, $170,000 in Wisconsin 
and $133,000 in California, exclusive of 
its excellent system of county libraries 
in that state. Of the very small amount 
appropriated by the state for its lt 
brary agencies, less than one-half goes 


29 





—! of eee -_ st 











to libraries for farmers and most of the 
other half goes to library facilities for 
the residents of Des Moines. 

‘‘It is possible that the new reorgani- 
zation bill which has just become a law 
may result in a more fair distribution 
of public funds. It will result, L hope, 
in the appropriation of sufficient funds 
to make a beginning of an organization 
to provide library service for farmers. 
It will take us many years to duplicate 
in lowa the library service available in 
the eastern and western states but at 
least we can make a beginning. 

‘‘There has been some objection to the 
reorganization of library facilities in 
this state and to any attempt by the state 
to supply library facilities to farmers. 
One is that we will be taxing cities for 
the benefit of the country. Well, why 
not? The farmer supports the towns 
and cities in lowa. Farmers buy their 
supplies in town. At present, however, 
we have been taxing the country, directly 
or indirectly, to provide library service 
for cities, especially for Des Moines. 
Why not reverse the process? 

“There was another objection to this 
proposed reorganization bill and the pro- 
posed establishment of regional libraries. 
Some of these objections come from a 
few of my library colleagues. In place 
of a system of state supported regional 
units, they proposed an allotment of 
state funds for their own libraries—act- 
ing again on the principles that to him 
that hath shall be given. 

‘“‘In my opinion there are only two 
ways to provide for a system of adequate 
library service to rural communities in 
lowa. One is by reorganization of the 
whole system of town, county, and state 
governmental units as suggested in the 
Brookings Institution report. This can- 
not be done, at least, not at present. 
The second step is by the setting up 
through a state agency a system of 
regional libraries which will make farm- 
ers’ needs their first concern and not 
their second thought. 

“If you agree with me that library 
service should be available in rural com- 
munities on a plane similar to that now 
existing in cities, you can help. How? 
First, through your understanding of 
some basic principles. The smaller 
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cities and towns of lowa cannot main- 
tain satisfactory service as isolated, in- 
dependent units. <A district organiza- 
tion is desirable, covering several coun- 
ties. The nine Farm Bureau districts 
would be excellent geographical divisions 
for nine state regional libraries which 
would serve to coordinate and extend to 
rural sections present existing library 
facilities. This rural library service 
would make possible an exchange of 
books between the various smaller units. 
It would enable small collections of books 
to be opened up at cross-roads through- 
out the state. It could give a weekly 
service; requests for special books and 
for information on special subjects could 
be supplied on the weekly trips. Any 
books of general interest available any- 
where in the state could also be made 
available at your corner drug or general 
store. Eventually, such a system should 
be supported by contributions from the 
counties as well as from the state. By 
such a system Iowa could be covered as 
well or better than California is now. 
We cannot maintain satisfactory library 
service on a township basis any more 
than we could build up a good highway 
system, or an effective educational sys- 
tem, on the basis of township control. 

‘Through a bill recently signed by 
the Governor there is now a state agency 
which is authorized by law to develop 
and adopt plans to provide more ade 
quate library service for all residents of 
the state. The Traveling Library De- 
partment needs more funds. Its name of 
course is a misnomer, but the books for- 
merly housed in the State Library can be 
distributed over the state, for the benefit 
of the people of the state. It is to be 
hoped that the funds formerly available 
to the State Library proper, apart from 
the law and medical units, may also be 
used for all the people of the state and 
that these funds will eventually be in- 
creased. 

‘Regional centers should be set up 
either in the Farm Bureau districts or 
through some other organization of dis- 
tricts. These regional libraries will pro- 
vide books for children in order that 
they may form early the habit of using 
books, books for adults for factual in- 
formation on farm economics, farm man- 











agement, on political questions, books for 
general culture. Direct contacts will be 
made between the regional libraries and 
the farmers by means of the now com- 
mon bookmobile. This development in 
lowa will come eventually. Every state 
that ever adopted a system of state-wide 
libraries has continued it. Who ever 
heard of a public library being closed 
and abandoned’? Iowa will eventually 
have a system of rural libraries just as 
we finally obtained a system of state 
highways. The only question is, When? 

‘‘It would be unfair to fail to men- 
tion what has already been accomplished 
by the individual efforts of one com- 
munity. Dubuque County has main- 
tained a library service to rural com- 
munities which has reached a large pro- 
portion of the rural sections. The 
Dubuque County Library Association, 
maintained through private funds, is 
now serving 108 rural schools, 10 town- 
ship schools and 10 substations, each of 
which receive a new supply of books 
monthly. The library association is sup- 
ported by $1 memberships. A bookmo- 
bile is maintained for delivery of books 
throughout the county. Credit for this 
organization is due to a public spirited 
woman in Dubuque, Mrs. Herbert 
Adams. She not only contributed from 
her own funds, she aroused by her en- 
thusiasm the interest of her friends, she 
put on campaigns for book gifts with 
the result that we now have a demonstra- 
tion of what can be done through a rural! 
library system if ever lowa cares to 
rescue itself from the ‘mud road’ era of 
library development. 

‘Other counties have done something, 
notably Page and Hardin counties, 
whieh have arranged for contracts be- 
tween libraries and schools. Neverthe- 
less, a county is too small a unit in 
Iowa; a larger unit must be found. 
Furthermore, many counties in Iowa 
have no adequate library to serve as a 
basis for a contract system throughout 
the county.”’ 


The State University of Iowa will be 
glad to have an option on any govern- 
ment documents which librarians wish 
to dispose of. Write to Grace Van 
Wormer, acting director. 
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Personals 


Lois Bailey has been appointed to 
succeed Dean Mary Newkirk of the 
Buena Vista College faculty. One of 
her duties will be that of librarian. 

The Texas State College for Women 
Library Science Department, which was 
recently accredited by A. L. A., was 
organized and largely developed by two 
fermer Iowa librarians. Mary §, 
Buffum, a graduate of the University 
of Iowa, is librarian of the college 
and Professor and Director of the 
Library Science Department. Mary D. 
Taylor, a graduate of Grinnell College, 
is Associate Professor. Miss Buffum 
and Miss Taylor both have their A. M. 
degrees from the University of Illinois. 

On February 11, 1939, the Depart- 
ment held a Library Institute for junior 
college and school librarians. Praeti- 
cal problems were discussed and in- 
structive exhibits displayed. About 170 
registered and attended the luncheon. 
Plans are being made to make the In- 
stitute an annual affair. 

Plans for the new Education Building 
includes provision for an up-to-date 
elementary school library. Therefore 
the Library School faculty are ¢o- 
operating with the Demonstration 
School staff in the preparation of a list 
for a model collection for grades one 
through six. 

The college holds two summer ses- 
sions of six weeks each. The Library 
School curriculum is arranged so that 
qualified students may obtain the thirty 
hours’ credit in two and one-half sum- 
mers. Special attention is paid to the 
needs of school librarians. Catalogues 
and other information may be obtained 
by addressing the Registrar, T. 8. C. W. 
Station, Denton, Texas. 

Helen Dinklage has joined the staff 
of the Cornell College library. She will 
have charge of the fine arts library mM 
Armstrong Hall. Miss Dinklage at- 
tended Western Reserve Library 
School. Her library experience has 
been in Cleveland, Ohio and Kansas 
City. 

Nellie M. Holmes, formerly of In 
dianola, resigned her position as assist 
ant at Flora Stone Mather College li- 
brary, Western Reserve University t 














join the staff of the Beloit College Li- 
brary, Beloit, Wisconsin, February 1. 
Miss Holmes attended Western Reserve 
Library School. 

Frances Hunter, librarian at Morn- 
ingside College for the past four years, 
married Foster M. Palmer on February 
9 1939. Mr. Palmer was an instructor 
in the English department at Morning- 
side for two vears before going to Har- 
yard University where he is employed 
in the Harvard library. They will re- 
side in Cambridge. 

Charlotte Lowery, formerly of San- 
born, is now cataloger in the library of 
the University of Southern California. 

Ruth McCoy, assistant at the Hudson 
branch of the New York Publie Li- 
brary. visited her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ray McCoy of Indianola during the 
Christmas holidays. 

Margaret Elizabeth Morrow, for- 
merly a member of the Iowa State Col- 
lege library staff, was married Novem- 
ber 3, 1938, to Richard Templeton Mor- 
ris, of Buffalo. They will make their 
home in Buffalo where Mrs. Morris has 
been doing library work. 

The news of Miss Alice Tyler’s re- 
covery is more than gratifying to her 
many Iowa friends. She has left the 
hospital and has returned to the Alea- 
zar Hotel in Cleveland where she re- 
sides. 

Pearl Woodford, assistant in the cir- 
culation department of the Sioux City 
Public Library, left January 14 to take 
a position in the Rochester, New York, 
library. 


School Library News 

Burlington—‘‘The Burlington junior 
college library, aided by a Carnegie 
grant, has the best equipped public 
junior college library in the state of 
lowa, according to Russell E. Jones, 
State junior college inspector. 

The Carnegie fund made grants of 
$1,000 a year available for three years. 
The first allotment was used in Septem- 
ber of 1936 and the fund will not be 
available after June of this year. Mrs. 
Miriam P. Roberts, college librarian, 
announces that 700 books have been 
purchased and there remains $600 of 
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or 


the fund to be expended by the end of 
the school vear.’’ Hawkeye-Gazette, 
February 17, 1939. 

Fort Dodge—Frances Bradt, who 
graduated from the Junior College in 
1933, is filling the vacancy caused by 
the death of Catherine Cruikshank. 
Miss Bradt was graduated from the 
College of Saint Teresa in 1935 and 
took the Summer Library Course at 
lowe City in 1936. Since then she has 
taught and served as librarian in 
Madelia, Minnesota, high school. 

Perry—New shelves have been in- 
stalled in the Perry High School library 
by the manual training department 
These shelves make it possible to ae- 
commodate about 700 books. 

Waterloo—‘ High school library pub- 
licity,’* by Lillian M. Enlow, East High 
School librarian, appeared in the De- 
cember Wilson Bulletin.’ This describes 
the bulletin board program of the East 
High Library Club. Pictures of eight 
of the displays set up during the schoo! 
year are printed with the article. 

Winterset—‘‘Nearly 500 books are 
being circulated among Winterset high 
school pupils by the Stadent Exchange 
library, which was organized early this 
year under the direction of L. Dale 
Ahern, literature and journalism in- 
structor. 

The Student Exchange library re- 
sulted from Mr. Ahern’s hunch that 
there were a lot of good books collect- 
ing dust in the atties and on forgotten 
shelves of his pupil’s homes. 

After speaking to his classes about 
the possibility of organizing an ex- 
change library with such books, Mr. 
Ahern was surprised to see stacks of 
books coming to his room almost as if 
by magic. 

Each pupil loans as many books as 
he can to the all-pupil organization, and 
by reason of this loan is entitled to 
borrow books from the Exchange li- 
brary. A regular library system has 
been established with pupil-librarians in 
charge. 

Pupils report that they are reading 
more good books than ever before. ‘One 
of the advantages of this plan, aside 
from its practical value in providing 
additional books,’ according to Mr. 
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Ahern, ‘is its stimulative power. The 
students themselves select the books, 
make rules for their use, and have full 
charge of administering to their own 
needs. ’ 

Mr. Ahern does not require supple- 
mentary reading in his classes. Instead 
he tries to discover individual pupil- 
interests which can be made more 
meaningful by wide reading of the 
right books. ‘No reading list has yet 
been made,’ he says, ‘that can satisfy 
the needs of every pupil. Most stu- 
dents, however, like to read when they 
find the right books. 

‘This is a challenge to teachers to 
arouse and perpetuate pupil-desire for 
reading by administering to the needs 
of individual abilities and special in- 
terests.’’’ — Madisonian, November 30, 
1938. 


Rural Library Extension 

North Iowa Confederation of Libra- 
ries—Under this imposing title, an ex- 
periment was launched by which library 
service is made possible for many rural 
people. Algona, Clear Lake, Garner, 
Hampton and Mason City are the char- 
ter members; others will follow. An 
‘*economy card’’ is issued for 25 cents, 
good for borrowing books from any 
one of the cooperating libraries. Each 
book borrowed will cost ten cents. The 
eards are good for three years. It is 
hoped that this will make book borrow- 
ing convenient for farmers and their 
families. 

Cerro Gordo County—The rural ex- 
tension program which is being carried 
on by the Mason City Publie Library 
ineludes 62 of the 99 schools in the 
county. Contracts have been made by 
the schools in Britt, Garner, Rockwell 
and Nora Springs. The work is being 
directed by Pearl Jeffords. The lowest 
contract is $5 a year, for which the 
school received ten books to be ex- 
changed any time during the year. 

Clinton County—After a talk by 
Lillian Sutherland, librarian in Clinton, 
in which she explained the advantages 
of making a contract for library books 
with a larger library, the Camanche 
P. T. A. voted to raise money to finance 
such service in the community. 
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Dickinson County—Plans for the es. 
tablishment of the first. rural book een. 
ter were made at the Okoboji township 
Farm Bureau meeting in February. 
Books have been loaned to the group 
by an agreement made between the 
Spirit Lake Library and Farm Bureay, 
They will probably be kept at the 
Okoboji Consolidated School. 

Hardin County—Hardin County is 
one of two counties in the state which 
has a contract with the board of super- 
visors which enables rural patrons toe 
use town libraries on the same basis as 
the urban residents. This contract has 
been in force for 10 years and covers 5 
publie libraries in the county, Eldora, 
Alden, Ackley, Hubbard and lowa 
Falls. 


Johnson County—A plan for improv- 
ing library service to the rural schools 
of the county is being carried out by 
the cooperation of the County Super- 
intendent, Frank J. Snider, and Mrs. 
Jessie B. Gordon, librarian of the Iowa 
City Publie Library. The books, pur- 
chased with money voted by the county 
board of education, will be housed in 
the Iowa City Publie Library. Rural 
teachers will be allowed to borrow the 
books which they in turn will lend to 
their pupils. 

Page County—Page County has an 
arrangement similar to Hardin County 
by which the rural residents of the 
county may use the libraries at Shenan- 
doah and Clarinda. 

Warren County—The collection of 
books in the county corner numbers 
780. This collection is sponsored by 
the County Federation of Women’s 
Clubs and are for the use of rural 
patrons without any charge. Rural 
teachers may borrow books for their 
patrons. Five books may be borrowed 
by a family, two by teachers and other 
individuals. 


A Correction 


In listing librarians in the last bien 
nial report of the Iowa Library Com 
mission, Cecil Kilgore, high school l- 
brarian, was named as librarian at 
Guthrie Center. Mrs. Fred Cook is 
librarian. 
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News from Iowa Libraries 
Adel—The public library was closed 
three weeks while a general renovation 
was carried on. Walls, furniture and 
floors were redecorated with pleasing 


results. 

Atlantic—The interior of the library 
is being redecorated by WPA funds by 
way of preparation for the southwest- 
ern district meeting which is to be held 
in Atlantic this spring. 

Avoca—An exchange of rooms was 
made at the court house between the 
Avoca Public Library and the County 
Sheriff's office. Both parties seem sat- 
isfied with the present arrangements. 

Battle Creek—New books and peri- 
odicals will be purchased with the 
$25.65 which was raised at a library 
benefit held at the high school gym- 
nasium, February 23, 1939. 

Bedford—‘‘A physician in spite of 
himself,’’ benefit play supervised by 
Lucile Meredith, netted $20 for the 
library treasury. 

Bellevue—The corner stone of the 
new town hall, which will house the 
library, was laid December 27, 1938. 
Work on the building is progressing 
rapidly. 

Birmingham — Mrs. Gertrude Duke 
Nelson has been chosen librarian to fill 
the vacancy caused by the resignation 
of Mrs. Florence Heiden who has ac- 
cepted another position. 

Bloomfield—A study of the patrons 
of the Bloomfield Public Library re- 
vealed the fact that there are 358 more 
women than men who are registered as 
borrowers ; that 34 per cent of the bor- 
rowers are from rural areas; that farm- 
ers head the list of occupations among 
men and housewives head the women’s 
list. 

Burlington—Rev. W. T. Smith, pas- 
tor of the First Methodist church, for- 
merly pastor of the First Methodist 
church in Clinton, has been named to 
fill the vacancy on the library board 
caused by the death of Frank Lawlor. 
While in Clinton Rev. Smith introduced 
“book sermons’’ which became very 
popular. 

Camanche—Mrs. Leona Subcliff will 
be in charge of the Camanche library. 
This library has made a contract with 
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the Clinton Public Library. The money 
for this purpose was raised by public 
subscription. 

Cedar Falls—Wilbur Polson, Mrs. J. 
F. Cross and Mrs. Harry Merrill have 
been added to the library board. 


Chariton — Chandeliers which have 


been in use for 35 years have finally 
given way to a new indirect lighting 
system, which not only reduces eve 
strain but adds materially to the ap- 
pearance of the library. 

The Pandora Club has made its third 
addition to the reference collection of 
the library, Stevenson’s ‘‘Home book 
of quotations’’ which is a welcome gift. 

Charles City — The heating system 
took an inconvenient time to break 
down. It was necessary to close the 
library during the installation of new 
parts for the boiler. 


Clarksville — Louise Smith, member 


of the Toledo (Ohio) library staff gave 
20 children’s books to the library. Miss 
Smith is a former Clarksville girl. 

Clinton—Consistently heavy weekend 
runs on the library may tend to show 
that the people of Clinton are more 
culturally minded than people in some 
other American cities. Friday is one 
of the dullest days in the week. 

Colesburg—The plan to open the 
school library to the public each week 
day afternoon and evening has been 
approved by the school board and is 
receiving the cooperation of several 
civie organizations. The hours will be 
extended to Saturday afternoons and 
evenings later. 

Corning—In November a committee 
from the Board of Trustees of the Corn- 
ing Free Publie Library, with Mrs. F. 
C. Okey as chairman, put on a Book 
Fund Campaign. This was carried on 
for several weeks, through presenta- 
tion at various organizations. The 
largest gift from any organization was 
$25 from the Commercial Club. The 
largest individual subscription was $20. 
In all, $218 in cash was raised. The 
public schools assisted in this campaign, 
the pupils making small cash donations 
and buying 43 books which they pre- 
sented to the library. In addition many 
people gave books instead of cash dona- 
tions. 
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Corydon — During the absence of 


Miriam LeCompte who is spending the 
winter in Washington with her brother 
Karl, representative of the Fifth Con- 
gressional District, Mrs. Heyl is acting 
as librarian. 

Mrs. B. S. Walker, president, and 
Mrs. Fannie Harper, secretary of the 
library board, have resigned. Both 
were appointed in 1923. Mrs. Walker 
has served as president since 1931. 
Both gave generously of their time and 
strength during their 15 years of serv- 
ice. The resignations were accepted 
with sincere regret. G. R. West is the 
new president and Mrs. R. L. Wolf the 
new secretary. 

Council Bluffs—Grace Jones of the 
Christian Home school brought to the 
library late in December a very ex- 
cellent display on forestry and forest 
products which the children in her 
room had been interested in assembling 
from many sources. Drawings, photo- 
graphs, small living trees, samples of 
native Iowa wood and good descriptive 
captions made the display distinctly 
worth while. 

Doubleday is publishing in March a 
mystery story by Elizabeth Dean en- 
titled ‘‘Murder is a collector’s item.” 
Mrs. Dean lives in Council Bluffs, is a 
regular patron of the library, and her 
friends are much interested in the pub- 
lication of her first book. It is said to 
be modern in view point, with clever 
dialogue. The scene is laid in Boston. 

Creston—A children’s wing will be 
added to the Matilda J. Gibson Memor- 
ial Library for which $7,500 will be 
donated from the Frank Phillips foun- 
dation of Bartlesville, Oklahoma. This 
is an addition to the present $25,000 
building erected in 1930 by Mrs. Phil- 
lips in memory of her mother. It is 
hoped that the work will begin March 
1, and that the new wing will be com- 
pleted in 90 days. 

Mrs. Fred Ide was appointed to take 
the place on the library board made 
vacant by the death of Mrs. A. Ray 
Maxwell January 20, 1939. 

An oil painting of the late Matilda 
Gibson, mother of Frank Gibson, has 
been received by the library board as a 
gift for the new addition. The por- 
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trait, painted by John Shelby Metealf, 
will be unveiled to the, public in the new 
wing of the library when it is com. 
pleted. 

Davenport—Less employment and a 
greater interest in current affairs are 
partly responsible for the 24,000 gain 
in circulation over 1937 which the li 
brary reports. A long felt need was 
supplied when new lights were installed 
in the reference and club rooms. 

The ‘‘Garden Center,’’ sponsored by 
all of the Tri-City garden clubs, opened 
on the second floor of the library Tues- 
day, Mareh 14. 

Decorah-—Luther College—A gift of 
$1,000 from Dr. Arthur Anderson, Chi- 
eago physician, who has long had the 
welfare of the Luther College library 
at heart, is another demonstration of 
his practical interest in its well being. 

Denison—The interior of the library 
was redecorated in the fall. 

Des Moines — Historical Library — 
Ora Williams has been appointed acting 
curator of the Iowa State Memorial 
Museum of Art and History. 

Des Moines—Public Library—Elea- 
nor Jean Frances, a member of the staff 
since January, 1938, has joined the staff 
of the publie library at Flint, Michigan. 

Catherine Condon Clarke has joined 
the staff as librarian of the Capitol Hill 
Branch. 

Des Moines — State Law Library — 
Bertha Hess, who joined the staff of the 
law library in 1911 was dismissed Janu- 
ary 1, 1939. Mrs. Bertha Harnagel’s 
services terminated at the same time. 

Irma Woods, who has been Winterset 
librarian for the last five years, began 
her work as cataloger in January. Miss 
Woods graduated from the State Uni- 
versity of Iowa in 1920. She took her 
library course at Illinois Library School 
in 1930. 

Paul De Witt, state law librarian 
since December, 1937, resigned Febru- 
ary 15 to take a position with the 
American Judicature Society at Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. He will be assistant 
secretary and editor for the society. 
Mr. De Witt has made definite contri- 
butions to Iowa library welfare and his 
resignation is regretted by his friends 
and colleagues. 

















Boni B. Druker, of Marshalltown, has 
been appointed head of the State Law 
Library. 

Dexter—Work on the new library 
and community building is being ecar- 
ried forward rapidly. 


Dubuque — A_ renovation project 
which includes both the interior and 
exterior of the public library is under 
way. In addition to the repairing and 
redecorating of the interior, 1,700 
square yards of exterior wall surface 
are being cleaned. This is the first at- 
tention which the exterior of the build- 
ing has received since it was built in 
1901. 

Edgewood——The Edgewood Commun- 
ity Club voted to conduct a drive for 
funds to supplement the money which 
the Women’s Club had for library pur- 
chases. It is hoped that the library 
may be placed on a better financial 
footing as a result of these combined 
efforts. 

Elkader—The library board has ex- 
tended to groups the privilege of ree- 
ommending books for library purchase. 
This privilege has been used by indi- 
viduals in the past. All recommenda- 
tions are to be approved by the library 
hoard before books are purchased. 

Estherville—A photograph of Esther 
Ridley, for whom the town was named, 
has been hung in the library by the 
D. A. R. The picture is an enlarge- 
ment of a daguerreotype taken at the 
time of her wedding. She came to this 
part of the country shortly after the 
middle of the 19th century with her 
husband, who platted the town. 

Fairfield—The public library has had 
a share in the general community ¢o- 
operation made necessary by the burn- 
ing of the high school building last 
spring. The auditorium is given over 
to the publie speaking department, and 
a small assembly room is used through- 
out the day by the history classes of 
Anne Lindauer. The main library read- 
ing room becomes the study hall in the 
morning, with members of the high 
school faculty in charge. The library 
staff take over the regular library 
hours from one to nine. Class periods 
are so arranged that there are not the 
usual number of free periods. 


139 


Patricia Auckland, a former part 
time library assistant, who graduated 
from Parsons College in January, be- 
came through the cooperation of the 
school a full time assistant February 
first. Mary Moorehead Watson has the 
position Miss Auckland previously held. 

The Children’s Corner, which is the 
major library project of the vear, has 
recently been made more attractive by 
the addition of some new furniture. A 
section of low book shelves of counter 
height hold the non-fiction books, and 
also serve to make the corner more of a 
unit, as it becomes a sort of partition. 
There is also a new reading table, with 
the top placed at a convenient angle for 
reading, and a supporting ledge for 
holding the small reader’s books. Two 
small benches of comparable height 
complete the unit. Both pieces of fur- 
niture were made by a local contractor. 

Fayette—Mrs. Howard Mumby has 
been appointed by the council to fill 
the vacancy caused by the resignation 
of L. L. Cole. 

Glidden — Commissions on magazine 
subscriptions which she solicited were 
turned over to the library by Mrs. T. 
W. Everts to be used for the purchase 
of new books. 


Greene—A bequest of $10,000 was 
made to the Greene Public Library on 
New Year’s Day by Fred L. Mabee, a 
former resident of the city who died in 
Minneapolis. The money is made into 
a trust fund, interest and earnings of 
which are to be paid to the library 
quarterly. The Greene library began 
modestly enough in 1872, before the 
town was incorporated. The commun- 
ity has had book service ever since. Mr. 
Mabee’s gift will put the library in 
excellent financial condition and en- 
large its scope of service. Mr. Mabee’s 
mother was active in local library af- 
fairs, serving from 1880 to 1909 as 
member of the book committee of the 
library board. In 1909 the library 
board made her a life member in recog- 
nition of her services. 


Graettinger— Mary Peterson has been 
appointed librarian of the community 
library sponsored by the Women’s Club 
and Legion Auxiliary. Miss Peterson 
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was formerly associated with the Shel- 
don library. 

Guthrie Center—An unusual Christ- 
mas present was given to the children 
of the community when the Guthrie 
Center Woman’s Club voted to extend 
free reading privileges during Decem- 
ber and January to all children under 
ten vears of age. The regular fee for 
a library card is $1 a year or 25 cents 
a quarter. 

Humboldt—tThe library has received 
a check for $100 from the Taft Uni- 
tarian Memorial Foundation. A simi- 
lar donation was made last year. The 
money will be used for general ex- 
penses. 

Independence—At the request of 800 
citizens, the public library is to be re- 
moved from the second floor of the 
Munson building where it has been 
housed since 1895. It is hoped that the 
location on the first floor of the same 
building will increase its usefulness to 
the community. It is the plan of the 
library board to remodel, repair and 
redecorate the new quarters and to in- 
stall modern stacks and other equip- 
ment to replace the old fixtures which 
have given service for so many years. 

Indianola — Simpson College — Im- 
provements and repairs are on the eal- 
endar for the college library. <A larger 
reading room, increased stack space 
and ventilating system are among the 
objectives in the improvement program. 

Iowa City—State University—In re- 
sponse to the appeal of the American 
Library Association for books for Chi- 
nese college libraries, the University of 
Iowa Library contributed about 500 
volumes, dealing chiefly with the sci- 
ences. These books and pamphlets 
were selected from the library’s dupli- 
eates (both general and medical) and 
from a deposit supply of University of 
Iowa dissertations. 

At the beginning of the current year, 
the University Library placed a collee- 
tion of books for recreational reading 
in the lounge of Hillerest, the new boys’ 
dormitory at the University of Iowa. 
This collection, which will eventually 
number about 350 volumes, provides 
readable books on topies of continuing 
and timely interest for students’ leisure 
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time reading. The books are located 
on shelves which adorn either side of 
the fireplace. A bookplate, designed by 
William Stipe, a graduate student in 
art, who is a resident of Hillcrest, de. 
picting the entrance to the dormitory, 
distinguishes the ownership of these 
books. 

Kalona—A reading table has been 
given to the library. Funds remaining 
from the Mother-Daughter banquet 
were used for the purchase. 

Kanawha—Mrs. Charles Brower is a 
new member of the library board. 


Larchwood—A building has been 
purchased by the Larchwood Fort- 
nightly Club and will be converted into 
a library building. At present the li- 
brary is housed in the council room. 

Macedonia—The public library, spon- 
sored by the L. D. T. Club has placed 
some new traveling library books in 
the town hall where the library is sta- 
tioned. 

Manilla—During ‘‘free book month” 
at the library, all pay books were placed 
on the free shelves. It was thought 
that this might bring in some new bor- 
rowers. 

Manning—To observe the tenth an- 
niversary of its founding, the Manning 
Publie Library held open house Mareh 
1, 1939. This opportunity was taken 
to thank those who have cooperated in 
building up the library. 

Maquoketa—aA gift of $100 for books 
has been received from Dr. D. N. Loose, 
in memory of his wife, Francelia J. 
Loose. Dr. Loose is at present in Santa 
Monica, California. 

Morning Sun—Moving into the new 
building had a beneficial effect on the 
library circulation. Twice as many 
books were borrowed as during the 
previous year. 

A pancake supper held in the library 
dining room November 19, 1938 brought 
in $20 for the library fund. 

Moville—The library has been moved 
to the south room of the town hall. 
New shelves were made by the manual 
training classes of the Moville school. 

Muscatine—The vacancy on the lt 
brary board caused by the death of L 
B. Richman is filled by L. J. Umschied. 

Ocheyedan—Mrs. Carl Rahn, Mrs. 0. 
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B. MeGowan and Mrs. HI. G. Rhodes 
have been appointed to the library 
board succeeding Mrs. R. A. McGowan, 
Lillian Fousek and Jeanne Lighter, who 
resigned after serving for some time. 

Paton—The new public library was 
officially opened to the publie on No- 
vember 29, with about one-fifth as many 
books as were on the shelves at the time 
of the fire a year ago. Donations are 
being received. More will be welcome. 

Perry—The laying of a new floor 
made it necessary to close the library 
for a day. 

Pomeroy—Lack of room for the books 
which the library has accumulated dur- 
ing the 15 years of its existence was 
the cause of the move from the Ameri- 
can Legion rooms to a small building 
on West Main Street. Extensive im- 
provements were made to convert the 
building into a library. The Commun- 
ity Club has always provided the libra- 
rian and the Legion and Auxiliary have 
been generous contributors to the 
project. 

Primghar—The public library has 
moved into a room in the hotel base- 
ment, formerly used as a men’s club 
room. Attractively painted and var- 
nished, it makes an inviting library 
home. 

Redfield—The library has moved into 
new quarters in the city hall. A benefit 
bridge party sponsored by the Redfield 
Woman’s Club netted $28 which will 
be used for the library. 

Riverside — Robert Smola, superin- 
tendent of schools and Patricia Mougin 
of the teaching staff have been named 
to the Riverside Public Library board. 

Rockwell—A public library benefit 
supper resulted in the addition of $70.80 
to the library fund. 

Shenandoah—a<A vertical file is a new 
acquisition of the library. 

Seymour—Virginia Large has been 
appointed librarian. The library is 
open three days a week. 

Sheffield — Two gifts which have 
heen weleomed by the library recently 
are five dollars from the Thursday 
Study Club and $18 from the Inter Nos 
Club. 

Sioux City—A per capita circulation 
of seven books is the record of the 
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Sioux City library. The fact that 78 
per cent of the juvenile population is 
registered as borrowers leads to the 
expectation of steady improvement in 
library habits. 

State Center—The State Center Li- 
brary Association held open house Mon- 
day, January 30, 1939, in honor of the 
opening of the newly organized library. 
The enthusiasm over the opportunity 
to enroll as borrowers and take out 
books indicated the need for such 
service. 

Mrs. O. N. Evans is librarian. The 
library is located in a room in the high 
school building which has been made 
available through the courtesy of the 
school board. Joseph T. Schilling of 
Des Moines donated the desks and 
tables, in the name of his mother, the 
late Mrs. George Gregory. 

More than 1,000 books have been 
loaned or donated. These are supple- 
mented by books from the Traveling 
Library. New books are being pur- 
chased by voluntary subscriptions. 

There is every indication that this 
effort will be more permanent than 
some in the past have proved to be. 
The Margaret Stoddard Club has been 
a leader in the movement with many 
other groups cooperating. 

The library board is composed of 
nine members, each one being chosen 
from a club of the community. H. B. 
Sunderlin represents the Lions Club: 
C. L. West, the Commercial Club; Dr. 
B. M. Biersborn, the American Legion: 
Mrs. Walter Eckhardt, the Legion 
Auxiliary ; Blanche Sedgwick, P. E. O.: 
Mrs. L. C. Hilleman, the P. L. E. and 
F. Cirele; Mrs. C. L. West, the Past 
Matron’s Club; Mrs. D. E. German, the 
Margaret Stoddard Club and Mrs. A. 
G. Christofferson, the Garden Club. 

Storm Lake—Mrs. Holeyon M. Par- 
ish resigned March 6, 1939 from the 
library board of which she has been a 
member since 1926. Mrs. Parish plans 
to take a course in Institutional Man- 
agement at lowa State College. 

A collection of sheet music has been 
donated to the library by Mrs. Holeyon 
M. Parish. Classic and popular music 
for voice and piano make a welcome 
addition to the music department which 




















the library has been building up for 
years. 

Story City—New quarters for the li- 
brary are being prepared on the first 
floor of the former Grand Hotel build- 
ing. Besides the ready accessibility the 
new rooms have the added adyantage 
of being economically lighted, heated 
and cared for because of the connection 
with the city hall. 

Strawberry Point—aA drive for funds 
conducted by the Community Club re- 
sulted in a donation of $100 to the 
Woman's Club for the use of the li- 
brary. The Commercial Club had al- 
ready had new shelves built, thus mak- 
ing the library more than ever a com- 
munity project. 

Sutherland—Mrs. James Jordan Yont 
and Margaret Martin are assisting in 
the library. 

Thurman—Mrs. Bernard Porter, Mrs. 
Lola Burson and Mrs. Margaret Askew 
are new members of the library board. 

Toledo—The city of Toledo has re- 
ceived $8,000 for the **E. C. and Emma 
S. Ebersole Memorial Library of 
Toledo, lowa’’ as provided for in the 
codicil of the will of Mrs. Emma Ss. 
Ebersole who died October 3, 1937. 
This bequest will make it possible for 
Toledo to construct a modern library 
soon. 

Traer—Donations of books amount- 
ing to 500 volumes necessitated the in- 
stallation of new shelving. Ralph B. 
Dennis, former resident of Traer and 
now dean of the school of speech at 
Northwestern University gave many of 
the books, among which are the Ilar- 
vard Classics. 

Wapello—The library was closed for 
a week while books were renovated and 
cataloged. Mrs. Hurley, librarian, was 
assisted by Louis Keck, a member of 
the library board. 

Waverly — Mrs. Fred Epeneter has 
joined the staff of the library, succeed- 
ing Mary Corell who resigned Febru- 
ary first. 

Webster City—Dr. Faye Lewis was 
appointed to fill the vacancy caused by 
the death of Dr. Beck on the Board of 
Trustees of the Kendall Young Library, 
at their annual meeting held January 
13, 1939. Many will remember Dr. 


Lewis by her poems which have ap. 


peared in vatious periodicals and 
Poetry Anthologies. Dr. Lewis eon. 
ducts a weekly column in the Daily 
Freeman-Journal under the intriguing 
caption, ‘* Purgatorials.”’ 

The Webster City Woman’s Club is 
holding Book Forums once a month in 
the club room of the Kendall Young 
Library. These meetings, which are 
held in the evening, are open to the 
general public and the average attend- 
ance is over fifty. The men are not 
only attending these meetings, but tak- 
ing part. 

West Des Moines—The Civie Club 
has rented the room formerly occupied 
by the Commercial Club and will ex- 
pand the library. 

West Bend—The new town hall, 
which houses the library, was opened 
to the public January 21, 1939. In 
creased circulation of books and maga- 
zines show the new emphasis on library 
service. Emmetsburg Publie Library 
made a donation of 75 books which are 
a welcome addition to the collection, 

The transfer of books and furnish- 
ings from the old location to the new 
room was accomplished by volunteer 
help and with no interruption of library 
service. 

Winterset—Mrs. Cornelia Vetter is 
the new librarian at Winterset Public 
Library. Mrs. Vetter was graduated 
from Drake University and took her 
library course at Iowa City Summer 
Library School. She formerly worked 
in the library at Drake University. 

Wyoming—Mrs. R. B. Pollock and 
members of the Champion B Sunday 
School class of the Methodist Episcopal 
ehurch are sponsoring a free pablie 
library which is located in the office of 
the Wyoming Journal. Books from the 
Traveling Library are augmented by 
donations from organizations and indi 
viduals. 


Attention: Libraries 
Report blanks have been distributed 
to be used in sending in your annual 
reports. All four are to be filled out. 
Two are to be returned to us. Please 
return them as soon after March 31 8 
is humanly possible. 
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Necrology 

Dr. Robert F. Beck died December 2, 
1938. His death was sudden and a 
great shock to his friends. Dr. Beck 
had served on the board of trustees of 
the Kendall Young Library in Webster 
City since 1920. 

With the death of Robert Bleakly, 
February 25, 1939, the Storm Lake 
Public Library loses a trustee who has 
been associated with the institution 
since its organization. He was presi- 
dent of the board for ten of the 35 
years of service. 

Dessa Blodgett, librarian at Prairie 
City for the last eight years, died on 
January 27, 1939, after a week's illness. 
As a member of the Ladies’ Reading 
Cirele and in her eapacity as librarian, 
Miss Blodgett had been closely con- 
nected with the reading interests of the 
community which suffers a loss with her 
passing. 

Charles J. Cash, of Anamosa died 
December 22, 1938, after a short illness. 
He had served on the Anamosa Public 
Library board since 1922. The library 
loses a faithful friend in his passing. 

Catherine Cruikshank, for the past 
15 years high school librarian at Fort 
Dodge, died December 29, 1938. Her 
illness was of short duration and her 
death was a real shock to her many 
friends. She will be affectionately re- 
membered for her high ideals, great 
courage and untiring efforts to serve 
well. 

Frank Lawlor, of the Burlington li- 
brary board, died January 26, 1939. 
He was a member of the Board of Li- 
brary Trustees for almost ten years, 
having been appointed in April, 1929. 
The library will feel his loss keenly for 
not only was he a courteous gentleman 
but a reliable and painstaking member 
of its board, sincerely interested in all 
that pertained to the library and its 


_ place in the community. 


Mrs. Jay Leeka, founder of the li- 
brary at Thurman and member of the 
library board, died January 12, 1939. 
She put much of herself into the efforts 
to improve library service to the com- 
munity. In addition to her library 
achievements she was always interested 
in anything which would improve the 
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standards of living. She was beloved 
for her personality and for the fidelity 
with which she discharged her obliga- 
tions to others. 

**Resolved: That the members of the 
Laurens Public Library Board, express 
publicly their sincere appreciation of 
the long and faithful service of the late 
R. N. McCombs to the library board 
from July 1, 1910 to the time of his 
death on December 17, 1938, and be it 
further 

Resolved: That a copy of these reso- 
lutions be sent to the Jowa Library 
(Juarterly at Des Moines, lowa, a copy 
spread on the minutes of the library 
board, and a copy sent to the Laurens 
Sun for publication. 

(Signed ) 


Laurens Public Library Board.’’ 

Mrs. A. Ray Maxwell, member of the 
Matilda J. Gibson Memorial Library 
Board, Creston, died January 26, 1939. 
She was a valued member of the board, 
having served on it from 1930. At the 
time of her death she was chairman of 
the book committee, the part of the 
work for which she was peculiarly 
adapted. She will be missed for her 
fine loyalty and good judgment in 
library affairs. 

Mrs. Nancy Harper Pattie, formerly 
a member of the Clear Lake Library 
Board died January 26, 1939. Mrs. 
Pattie was a member of the Library 
Reading Club whose members were re- 
sponsible for the publie library. She 
was untiring in her efforts to keep the 
library up to a high standard and im- 
press the public of its importance. She 
was beloved by all who knew her. 


District Meeting Schedule 
Iowa Falls, May 3, 1939 
Iowa City, May 4, 1939 
Pella, May 10, 1939 
Atlantic, May 11, 1939 
Orange City, May 12, 1939 


Plan to attend your own district meet- 
ing and as many others as possible. 
Bring your staff and board members 
and come prepared to take part in the 
discussion. 














A. L. A. Board and Committee 


Members in Iowa 

Barrette, Lydia M., Public Library, Mason City, 
Membership 

Brown, Charles H., Iowa State College Library, 
Ames, A. L. A. Activities, Chairman; Peri- 
odicals 

Davidson, Letha M., Publie Library, Ames, 
Editorial 

Felsenthal, Emma, Library School University 
of Iowa, Iowa City, Sub-committee of 
Adult Edueation Board on Readable Books 

Giesler, Edna, Public Library, Davenport, 
Friends of Libraries 

Gordon, Mrs. Jessie B., Publie Library, Iowa 
City, Federal Relations, State Representa- 
tive 

Hertzberg, Ernest G., Hertzberg Bindery, Inc., 
Des Moines, Library Binding Institute and 
A. L. A. Joint Committee 

Post, Marjorie J., Patients’ Library University 
Hospitals, Iowa City, Hospital Libraries 

Robinson, Sarita, University of Iowa Libraries, 
Iowa City, Union Catalog of Latin Ameri- 
ean Books 

Spaulding, Forrest B., Publie Library, Des 
Moines, Executive Board ; Federal Relations 

Warner, Frances, Iowa State College Library, 
Ames, Oberly Memorial Fund 

Wormer, Grace van, University of Iowa Li- 
braries, Iowa City, Committee on Com- 
mittees 


Membership 


Libraries 
Britt Mount Pleasant 
Burlington Sibley 
Iowa State University 
Trustees 


Humeston, Mrs. D. S., Albia 
Van Epps, Mrs. Clarence, Iowa City 
Librarians 

Anderson, Olive L., Veterans Hospital, Knox- 
ville 

Budde, Elena E., Mount Pleasant 

Lukensmeyer, Mrs. Abbie, Eagle Grove 
(omitted by error last time) 

MeBride, Jessie, State Sanatorium, Oakdale 

Millard, Mrs. Cora Poor, Burlington 

Post, Marjorie, State University 
Iowa City 

Woods, Irma M., Winterset 


Staff 
Fetty, Irene, Iowa State College, Ames 
Ginger, Ruth, Iowa State College, Ames 


Hospital, 


Book News 
‘*Small public library buildings,’’ by 
John A. Lowe. A. L. A., $1.50. 


This book fills a definite need for 
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librarians who are planning new build. 
ings or remodeling old ones. The pre. 
liminary planning by the library board 
as well as the architectural and profes. 
sional details to be kept in mind are 


emphasized. Plans and illustrations of 
24 buildings of recent date are pre. 
sented with brief critical comment. 
Table of costs, size, book capacity and 
seating capacity will be very useful. 


‘Publicity primer,’’ by Marie D. 
Loizeaux. H. W. Wilson. 60e. 
This is a revision of the useful 1937 
pamphlet. Two pages, ‘‘Say it with 

pictures,’’ are added. 
‘*Hospital libraries,’ by E. Kathleen 
Jones. A. L. A. $2.50. 


‘*An entirely new book, rewritten 
and with much new material.’’ Dis- 
eusses hospital problems. Will be a 
useful guide to hospital librarians and 
to public librarians offering hospital 
service. 


Henry Harrison, Poetry Publisher, 79 
Fourth Avenue, New York, offers the 
following books (in a group) at a spe- 
cial price of $4. They will make a 
welcome and reasonable addition to the 
Iowa Collection in any library. 

“‘Towa Poets: an anthology of 69 
contemporaries’ with foreword by Jay 
G. Sigmund 


‘Flame on the hills,’’ 
L. Worthington Smith 


‘Silk of the corn,’’ ed. by Mrs. L. 
Worthington Smith 


*‘Out of Iowa,’’ by Van Meter Ames 


ed. by Mrs. 


Wants 

The Clinton Publie Library has 4 
good many duplicate copies of fiction 
which they will sell for 20 cents plus 
transportation. Books are perforated 
with Clinton Public Library stamp 
which can easily be changed to “‘Pur- 
chased from Clinton Publie Library.” 
Books are in fair used condition. 
Mimeographed lists will be furnished 
on request. 
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